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SUPERINTENDENT’S 
MESSAGE:

In this edition of the Derby School 
News we are proud to share all of 
the projects completed or nearing 
completion from the bond you 
approved in the spring of 2012. 

Through your leadership we have 
enhanced the students’ learning 
environment and made our student 
facilities safer. None of this would 
have been possible without your 
support of the bond and your vision 
for making our school district a 
priority in our community - thank 
you!

While the bond projects of 
2012 conclude, we recognize 
our responsibility to continue 
our evaluation of student and 
community facilities. 

Continued on page 5

FACILITY ENHANCEMENTS MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE FOR STUDENTS

A Process for Success Committee was established in 2010 to 
determine what improvements were needed within our schools. 
That committee found the need to create school environments 
more conducive to learning, have secure building entrances and 
ensure the overall building structure was safer and up-to-par. The 
community agreed passing the $66.6 million Bond Issue in 2012.

As we near the completion of our final bond projects, Derby Public 
Schools would like to extend our gratitude to community members 
for your support! We have made significant progress in improving 
student safety and enhanced many of our instructional facilities. 
There are now hardened storm shelters in eight of our 12 schools as 
well as FEMA-certified shelters at Cooper Elementary and Derby 
North Middle School. 

Continued on pages 8-9 with a summary of completed 
Bond and Capital Outlay Projects. 

This semester Oaklawn Elementary kindergarteners happily spent time 
learning the basics of hockey in physical education class. The 2012 Bond 
Issue brought Oaklawn a new, up-to-date gymnasium which also doubles as 
the school’s storm shelter.



Do you have a child that will be five years old on or before August 31, 2016? 
If so, we encourage you to attend Kindergarten Pre-Enrollment to gather 
more information about what is to come for your child this fall. 
Below are the dates and times of Kindergarten Pre-Enrollment at each 
district elementary school and items encouraged to bring with you.

School    Dates/Times
Cooper Elementary  April 1 - 30     7:00AM-4:00PM
Derby Hills Elementary  April 18 - 22   9:00AM-3:00PM
    April 19           5:00PM-7:00PM
El Paso Elementary   April 18 - 22   8:00AM-4:00PM
Oaklawn Elementary  April 1 - 30     7:00AM- 3:30PM
Park Hill Elementary   April 18 - 22   8:00AM-3:30PM
Pleasantview Elementary  April 18 - 22   8:00AM-3:30PM
Swaney Elementary   April 18 - 22   8:30AM-4:00PM
Tanglewood Elementary  April 18 - 22   8:00AM-3:30PM
Wineteer Elementary  April 18 - 22   8:00AM-3:30PM
    April 19           6:30PM-7:30PM

Items to Bring:
1. A certified copy of the birth certificate for each child enrolling.
2. Kansas Certificate of Immunization.
3. A health assessment (physical) for each child starting school in Kansas if 
    he/she is under nine years old.  (Note: Needed during July enrollment 
    time frame)
4. Social Security Number for each enrolling child.*
5. Proof of residence in the Derby school district.

*According to the Privacy Act of 1974, section 7(b), Derby Public Schools makes the 
following disclosures as they relate to the request for social security numbers:
• The number is voluntary.
• The information is requested for purposes of identifying students (K.S.A. 72-53, 106)  
   and for purposes of maintaining and limiting access to students records 
   K.S.A. 72-6214).
• The information will be used for student identification and record keeping.
• Failure to provide a social security number could result in misplaced or 
   hard-to-locate records and, therefore, may be an inconvenience to the 
   student or cause other problems.

District Calendar 
of Events

Our district calendar is 
posted on our website at 
www.derbyschools.com. 
Below are important dates 
that are coming up. 

April 8
No School - All Grades

April 11
No School - All Grades

April 19
ACT at Derby High School. 
No school for seniors; 
Grades 9-11 dismiss at 1:30PM

April 20
No School for Derby Middle 
School only. DMS hosts the 
Pioneer League Division I 
Choir Festival.

April 23, 8:00PM-11:00PM 
Derby High School Prom
*Note: Location is Beech 
Activity Center in Wichita

April 27
No School for Derby North 
Middle School only. DNMS 
hosts Pioneer League Division I 
Instrumental Music Festival.

May 18
Last Day for Seniors

May 21
Derby High School Graduation 
at Charles Koch Arena, 
2:30PM

May 25
Last Day of School EC-11,  
Early Release

KINDERGARTEN PRE-ENROLLMENT 
SCHEDULED IN APRIL

Janette Baldwin’s kindergarten students at Tanglewood Elementary celebrated the 
100th day of school and Kansas Day with a variety of activities.
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Health Department
Mobile Clinic

DERBY NORTH TEACHER JED HEATH 
NAMED HORIZON RECIPIENT

Jed Heath was surprised in January by a phone call from Dr. Randy Watson, Kansas 
Commissioner of Education, with news he received the Horizon Award. Derby North 
Middle School Principal Jeff Smith was also on hand to celebrate the news.

Derby North Middle School seventh grade science teacher Jed Heath 
learned in January he was a recipient of the Kansas State Department of 
Education Horizon Award! Recipients of the 2016 Kansas Horizon Award 
were notified of their selection by Commissioner of Education Dr. Randy 
Watson.

“I want to extend my congratulations to these outstanding teachers,” 
Watson said. “The recipients of the Kansas Horizon Award are outstanding 
first-year educators who have excelled in helping all students toward 
reaching their potential. I am very happy these quality teachers are in 
Kansas classrooms. I want to thank each award recipient for their time, 
talents and dedication to the profession.”

Thirty-two first-year educators from around the state received this 
distinction and were honored at a special ceremony during the Kansas 
Exemplary Educators Network (KEEN) State Education Conference on 
February 19 in Topeka. The Kansas Horizon Award program, which is 
sponsored by KSDE, allows all school districts in the state an opportunity to 
nominate one elementary and one secondary teacher for the award. 

To be eligible for the award, teachers must have successfully completed 
their first year of teaching and have performed in such a way as to 
distinguish themselves as outstanding. The program is a regional 
competition with four regions corresponding to the state’s U.S. 
Congressional districts. Four elementary and four secondary classroom 
teachers may be selected for the award from each region. As recipients of 
the Kansas Horizon Award, these educators are invited to KEEN, a network 
of educators from around the state who have been formally recognized for 
exemplary performance. Members of KEEN have an opportunity to network 
with other outstanding educators and participate in a number of 
professional development programs throughout the year.

The Sedgwick County 
Health Department visits 
the Educational Support 
Center monthly to administer 
vaccinations. The Sedgwick 
County Mobile Clinic will be 
at the Educational Support 
Center, 222 E. Madison, from 
2:00PM - 4:00PM on the 
following dates:
April 21
May 19
June 16
July 21
August 18
September 15
October 20
November 17
December 15

Services offered:
• Children’s Immunizations: 

Medicaid, Healthwave, 
some insurance, sliding 
fee scale with proof of 
current income

• Adult Immunizations: 
price varies, can file 
some insurance

• Blood Pressure Screening
• Health Education
• Call ahead for travel 

shots (available upon 
request).  

For more information on 
services offered by the 
mobile clinic, please call 
316-660-7300 or visit: 
www.sedgwickcounty.org/
healthdept
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INTRODUCING THE PANDO INITIATIVE
By Nancy Hinten - Executive Director of The Pando Initiative 

For the past 25 years, with the generous support of Derby Public Schools, the community and United Way 
of the Plains, The Pando Initiative, formerly known as Communities In Schools (CIS) of Wichita/Sedgwick 
County, has helped over 200,000 students achieve success by working side-by-side with the school staff 
to improve attendance, behavior and grades, so more students graduate. We have dedicated staff at six 
Derby schools (Cooper Elementary, Oaklawn Elementary, Pleasantview Elementary, Derby Middle School, 
Derby North Middle School and Derby High School) to help address issues that keep students from learning. 
We join the students on their educational journey so that they achieve success. Our 2015 graduation rate 
was 94% for those receiving support through CIS!

So, why change when we are making great strides? We knew we could do better. Also, we needed to be 
responsive to the changing educational needs of the community. This past year our board of directors 
spent time peering into the future, asking some important questions about what we believe about our work 
and what value we bring to the schools and the community. Here’s what they determined:
• One non-negotiable value is seen in our work: fidelity to relationships.
• In conjunction with community resources, we help students recognize their strengths; and that gives them  
   courage to succeed – so they thrive rather than just survive.
• We empower students to take action, to assess and initiate independently, and to be responsible for their 
   choices.
These beliefs compelled us to create a new mission statement and a new name that is reflected in these 
belief statements. We are The Pando Initiative: We connect with students to help them engage and thrive in 
education and their future. 

Why “Pando?” Our name is really a metaphor of what exists elsewhere. There is a grove of aspen trees that 
spans over 100 acres connected by a single root system. Over the course of 80,000 years, this root system 
has nourished thousands of trees by providing essential nutrients to help them thrive. Even though fire has 
come in from time to time and burned part or all of the grove, the root system has endured and continues 
to shoot up new life, new energy. This is Pando, and it exists in southern Utah. Therefore, we are The Pando 
Initiative. We help students grow to maturity by overcoming circumstances in life that prevent them from 
thriving. We center our work with students in the schools, and coordinate community resources to help 
them and their families.

We hope you will join us on our new journey as The Pando Initiative while we help students thrive in 
education and their future! Call us at 973-5110 or visit www.thepandoinitiative.org for more information.

The Pando Initiative has dedicated staff 
at six of our schools (Cooper Elementary, 
Oaklawn Elementary, Pleasantview 
Elementary, Derby Middle School, Derby 
North Middle School, Derby High School) to 
help address issues that keep students from 
learning. Back Row: Jane Droegemeier 
(DNMS), Kenya McConico (DMS), Bev 
Zuba (Oaklawn). Front Row: Stacy Betzen 
(Cooper and Pleasantview) and Gary 
Meitler (DHS).
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With that in mind, we will reconvene the Process for Success team who 
have been an integral part developing vision and long range master 
facilities planning.

The Process for Success steering committee will review what we have 
accomplished. They will assess items on the master facilities plan that 
were not completed and determine if those facility issues are still a focus. 
They will also analyze if other facility needs have arisen that need to 
be considered. We feel it is important as a district to always be looking 
forward and ensure our facilities meet the needs and expectations of our 
students and community.  

We are very proud of our Board of Education members who understand 
the importance of continually evaluating our facilities and how we can 
best meet the educational needs of our students. We are thankful for 
their leadership and willingness to engage others in developing a master 
facilities plan. The exciting part is that we do not know where this process 
will lead us, but listening to our community will help provide the direction 
we need.

This process can take anywhere from six to 12 months and will help build 
a new master facilities plan for the district. As with the last process we will 
be engaging you, our community, to provide input into what our facilities 
should be and how we can meet your expectations. We look forward 
to this process and the opportunity to work together to strengthen our 
facilities. 

Continued from Page 1SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE:

“Through your leadership we have 
enhanced the students’ learning 

environment and made our student 
facilities safer.”

Elementary Gifted, Talented, Creative (GTC) students hosted a Skate Park Expo at the Alcove on March 3. After taking a 
field trip to the Derby Skate Park for ideas, each team created their own skate park model and discussed what happens 
as their marble skater approaches, rides through and rolls out of each obstacle they have designed and created.

GTC Students Host Skate Park Expo 
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OAKLAWN NAMED 2015 CHALLENGE AWARD RECIPIENT

Congratulations Oaklawn Elementary on being named a recipient of the 2015 Challenge Award by the 
Confidence in Kansas Public Education Task Force! The Task Force has named 99 schools in 34 Kansas public 
school districts as recipients of this award. The award recognizes Kansas schools that are making a 
notable difference in student achievement despite facing significant challenges in their school population. 

Since its inception in 2002, nearly 1,400 awards have been presented to schools across the state. The 
Challenge Award recognizes schools for outstanding achievement and uncommon accomplishments 
based on Kansas Assessment results, the sample size and the socio-economic status of those taking the test. 
Oaklawn was recognized specifically in the area of fifth grade math and reading.

EARTHQUAKE PROCEDURES ADDED TO SAFETY DRILLS

Kansas State Board of Education member Jim McNiece presented a Certificate of Merit to Oaklawn Elementary for being 
named a Challenge Award Recipient on February 22 at an all-school assembly. This was also the date for their 2016 State 
Assessment Kick-off assembly, and they thought it would be a great motivator for students to combine the two events. 

In response to the more frequent occurrence of 
earthquakes, Derby Public Schools has taken a 
proactive approach in educating our students and 
staff on what to do in the event of an earthquake. 

With the instruction for students and staff to Drop, 
Cover and Hold On, all 12 of our schools have 
completed an earthquake drill this school year. 
Annual earthquake drills have been added for all 
students and staff to complete. In 2015, Kansas 
averaged about 11 earthquakes a month, most of a 
magnitude around 2.0 or 3.0, according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey. 
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AROUND THE DISTRICT

Swaney Elementary’s character word of the month for 
February was cooperation. Martha Kohpay’s third 
graders put the word into action by working together to 
use a rubber band and string to move cups from the 
formation pictured above to a pyramid.

Students in the Health Occupations Students of America 
(HOSA) club at Derby High School collected water samples 
for a study on micro plastics in Kansas waterways. Students 
were accompanied by DHS biology teacher Bill Welch and 
co-HOSA sponsors Karla Long and Kathleen O’Brien.
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Parents As Teachers hosted “Blockfest” earlier this 
semester where rooms were set up with different types of 
blocks varying in shapes and sizes. Rationale about the 
benefits of block play was provided as well.

Students had the opportunity 
to participate in an authentic 
learning experience and give 
back to the community during 
Food Friday on a Thursday. 
Our schools collected 5,834 
items for Derby Community 
Family Services, who runs the 
Derby Food Bank. 
(Pictured left) Students at 
El Paso Elementary helped 
pack and organize items 
collected at their school.
(Pictured right) Derby Transition 
Educational Center (DTEC) and 
Project SEARCH students joined 
the learning experience by 
counting the food items.

Pleasantview Elementary celebrated their 60th anniversary 
with an open house and music performance highlighting 
the school’s history. Derby Fire and Rescue also helped 
take an all-school picture prior to the celebration.
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Without the community support of the 2012 Bond, Derby Public Schools 
would not have been able to make much-needed improvements in our 
schools. Thanks to the Process for Success, Capital Outlay and your support, 
our bond projects are nearing the final stages. A breakdown of items 
accomplished is provided below. 

THANK YOU DERBY
FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOLS!

Project: Derby High School

Description: New drama, orchestra and locker rooms were added. The orchestra  
and locker rooms both serve as storm shelters. The existing kitchen and the athletic 
lobby were expanded and renovated. A new turf football field, track, athletic 
storage building and bleacher seating for 500 were added, as well as facilities for 
track events.

Cost: $5,343,545

Completed: January 2015

Project: Central Kitchen

Description: The new central kitchen facility is designed to 
maximize efficiency and food safety. New features include 
elevated loading docks, roll-in rotating ovens, refrigerated 
transport cart storage, an area for produce wash and a 
separate kitchen for preparation of meals for students with 
special dietary restrictions. 

Cost: $3,651,278

Completed: July 2015

Project: Derby Middle School

Description: The majority of the school, including nearly 
all classrooms, hallways, offices and the auditorium were 
renovated. New additions included space for a new media 
center, an auxiliary gymnasium, an administration area 
and a Project Lead The Way/Collaboration Room. The new 
gymnasium also doubles as a storm shelter.

Cost: $16,179,542

Completed: August 2015; Gym Addition March 2016

Project: El Paso Elementary

Description: A four 
classroom addition was 
built that also serves as 
the school’s storm shelter. 
Interior renovations 
include new hallways and 
administrative offices.

Cost: $1,714,552

Completed: March 2014

Project: Controlled Access 
Vestibules

Description: Controlled-access 
vestibules were added at Derby 
Middle School, Cooper, Derby 
Hills, El Paso, Oaklawn, Park Hill, 
Pleasantview, Swaney, Tanglewood 
and Wineteer Elementary.

Cost: $191,112

Completed: May 2015
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THANK YOU DERBY
FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOLS!

Project: Derby North Middle School

Description: The new Derby North Middle 
School includes academic classroom pods 
along a central “main street” spine, three 
interior courtyards with grant-funded solar 
panels, a cafetorium, a music suite that 
doubles as a storm shelter, and a 40,000 
square foot athletic wing. An athletic 
complex that includes a football field, track, 
field events, tennis courts, bleachers for 500, 
a pressbox/concessions building and athletic 
storage building was also built east of the 
school.

Cost: $33,840,798

Completed: August 2015; The athletic 

complex will be completed later this spring.

Project: Oaklawn Elementary

Description:  A new addition includes four classrooms, an entry lobby and a 
gymnasium that doubles as the school’s storm shelter. Renovations include a new 
building entrance and administrative offices. GraceMed also funded a new clinic 
that was added to the project and is attached to Oaklawn.

Cost: $2,618,691

Completed: August 2014

Project: Derby Hills Elementary

Description: A six classroom 
addition includes a four 
classroom storm shelter. 
Additions and renovations 
were made on two 
kindergarten classrooms.

Cost: $1,779,525

Completed: November 2014

Project: Swaney Elementary

Description: A six classroom 
addition includes a four 
classroom storm shelter. 
Interior renovations were also 
made to many classrooms 
and the administration area.

Cost: $3,241,684

Completed: November 2014

Project: Tanglewood Elementary

Description: Two new 
fire-rated separation walls were 
constructed to isolate six existing 
classroom spaces from the 
adjacent media center.

Cost: $44,417

Completed: August 2014

Project: New Roofs

Description: Re-roofing projects 
were done at Derby High School, 
Derby Middle School, Carlton 
and seven elementary schools 
including Cooper, El Paso, 
Oaklawn, Pleasantview, Swaney, 
Tanglewood and Wineteer.

Cost: $3,471,852

Completed: June 2015

Project: Sixth Grade Center Demolition

Description: Removal of the main Sixth 
Grade Center structure, five portable 
classroom buildings and an office 
structure at Woodlawn and Market will 
begin soon.

Cost: $194,830

Estimated Completion: June 2016



SJCF ARCHITECTURE WINS AWARD 
FOR DERBY NORTH MIDDLE SCHOOL

Board of Education 
Meetings

The Derby Public Schools 
Board of Education meets at 
City Hall and at various school 
locations throughout the year. 

To watch the Board of 
Education meetings go to 
www.derbyschools.com 
and look under the Board 
of Education tab under 
“Departments & Services.”  
Click on “Board of Education,” 
“BOE Meetings,” “Televised 
Meetings,” then the video tab 
“School Board.”

All Board meetings start at 
6:30PM. Board of Education 
meetings held at the Derby 
City Hall will be televised 
on Cox Cable Channel 7 at 
6:30PM, live. Below is a listing of 
the remaining meetings dates 
for the 2015-2016 school year.
April 11 
Derby North Middle School

April 25 
City Hall

May 9 
Derby Middle School

May 23 
City Hall

June 13 
City Hall
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SRO OFFICERS TO USE BODY CAMERAS
3

Client: Derby Public Schools
Location: Derby, Kansas
Completed: August 2015 Size: 183,000 SF

Project Features: Cafetorium, Media Center, Outdoor learning 
courtyards,Technology Suite, two gymnasiums, music suite 
that doubles as a FEMA storm shelter

Design Focus: A sustainable school with a technology-
focused learning environment, the design employs repetitive 
elements, colorful interiors, day-lit classrooms, transparent 
volumes and alternating materials.

SJCF Project Team
Rick Brown, Terry Wiggers, Shannon Bohm, Brian Hertz, Erica 
Hertz, Carmen Simon-Phillips, Amy Zoglman

Consultants:
Structural Engineer: Dudley Williams & Associates
Mechanical Engineer: Basis Consulting Engineers
Electrical Engineer: Johnson Engineering
Civil Engineer:  Baughman Company
Site/Landscaping: GRO Lanscape Architecture and   
   Land Planning

Contractor: Coonrod & Associates Construction Co., Inc.

OUTSTANDING DESIGN
AMERICAN SCHOOL & UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE
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HEIDI NICHOLS RAISES $1,000 FOR 
JUMP ROPE FOR HEART
Every year, students at Tanglewood Elementary 
participate in the American Heart Association’s 
“Jump Rope for Heart” event. Their total collected 
this year was $4,042.02. In addition to that impressive 
amount, fourth grader Heidi Nichols collected over 
$1,000 on her own! This is the highest individual 
amount ever raised at Tanglewood. Students also 
wrote letters of encouragement to patients in the 
cardiac unit at an area hospital during their event. 
Other schools around the district also supported 
Jump Rope For Heart.

The Derby Police Department School Resource Officers will soon have 
new body-worn cameras. These officers have worn body cameras in 
the past, but those cameras used older technology and through time 
and wear stopped functioning properly. The police department recently 
purchased four Taser Axon body-worn cameras for the SROs at Derby High 
School, Derby Middle School and Derby North Middle School. There are 
several positive reasons for body-worn cameras. Research by the Force 
Science Institute has shown that people tend to “adhere to social norms 
and change their conduct” when they know they are being recorded by 
video. This is true for the officers and citizens. Body-worn cameras can assist 
with more accurate representations of a crime scene, accident scene or 
evidence location as well as more detailed documentation of interviews. 
While the body-worn cameras do not replace the officers observations, 
they are an important tool to assist the department in providing the best 
possible service to the community. The police department looks forward to 
the benefits the continued use of body-worn cameras will provide.



IN-DISTRICT AND OUT-OF-DISTRICT 
TRANSFER INFORMATION
Application forms for In-District transfers and Out-of-District waiver requests 
will be available online at our website, www.derbyschools.com,  starting 
April 1 until September 1. Requests will be received, approved and placed 
on a time-stamped, first come first served basis, according to priority level 
and space availability.

Placement will be determined at the transfer meeting in late July based 
on outlined priorities (refer to our website for the list of priorities). Enrollment 
of your child can not be done until placement has been determined, if a 
transfer or waiver request has been submitted. Transportation services will 
not be provided if a student transfers to another school within our district. 
Transportation is also not provided for any out-of-district transfer requests.

Prior to granting transfer requests, priority will be given to students living in 
their designated attendance area and who attended there the previous 
year followed by students living in their designated attendance area who 
were district directed to attend another attendance center in the prior 
school year.  

Next, priority will be given to students who move into their home 
attendance area after the last day of school or lived in the attendance 
center in the prior school year, but did not attend Derby Public Schools. 
It is also important to note that each student will be considered on an 
individual basis, not on a family basis.

Employees requesting transfers or waivers for children to attend the building 
where they work will be given neighborhood school priority. Employees 
requesting transfers or waivers to any other school will be given the next 
highest priority.

The Kansas State High School Activities Association transfer rule may limit the 
eligibility of transfer students for participation in sponsored activities. Please 
contact the District Athletic/Activities Director for more information at 
788-8527.

Note: Attendance Area = Boundary Area for School; Attendance Center = Assigned School

Educators from Derby Public Schools and surrounding districts had the opportunity 
to join “Teach Like a PIRATE” author Dave Burgess for an entertaining and 
inspirational professional development program in February (pictured left). Teachers 
have since enjoyed implementing new and engaging lessons in their classrooms. 
Park Hill Elementary third grade teachers Allison Weide and Tiffany Tate transformed 
their classroom space to create “A Night at the Oscars” for their students on 
February 26 (pictured right). Using skills learned throughout the year, students chose 
the best characters, illustrators and authors from stories in their reading series and 
wrote Oscar-worthy acceptance speeches for their choice.

Teaching Like Pirates

Derby Education 
Foundation

Panther Pride Pavers

Derby Education Foundation 
is selling granite pavers to 
become permanently part 
of Derby High School. DEF 
President Dr. David McDonald 
presented information about 
the Panther Pride Pavers at a 
January Board of Education 
meeting. This ongoing 
fundraiser will support grants 
for pre-K through 12th grade 
teachers and scholarships 
to students for innovative 
education endeavors which 
are not otherwise funded by 
local, state or federal monies. 
Proceeds go to the Derby 
Education Foundation, DHS 
Student Council and National 
Honor Society. Each paver 
has student’s name and 
graduation year. There is also 
a $25 off per paver discount 
for groups buying 15 or more.

Cost 
$100 - Cost for 2016 graduates
$125 - Cost for alumni and 
community members

Make checks payable to:
Derby Community Foundation, 
Attn: DEF

Send checks to: 
Derby Education Foundation
P.O. Box 557
or Derby High School
920 N. Rock Road

Cash or credit card payments will be 
accepted at the high school’s finance 
office. A fee of 2.5% will be assessed on 
a credit card transaction.
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One of the goals at Derby Public Schools is to help students become college and career ready. At the 
elementary level the idea is to start the conversation about college and careers with students. Schools 
around the district start this conversation in a variety of ways from wearing their favorite college shirts each 
week, WuShock visiting their school, guest speakers about different careers and visiting college campuses, to 
name a few.

Derby Hills Elementary Principal James Moffett came across a quote prior to the start of the school year 
stating, “College readiness is not the belief that every student will go to college. It is the idea that every 
student deserves the opportunity to be educated in a way that prepares him or her for college.” - Author 
Unknown. 

This quote inspired Moffett to dedicate a whole month focusing on college and career opportunities.He 
believes every student who enters the school’s doors deserves an educational experience that’s rigorous, 
memorable and applicable to their future endeavors. “We lay the foundation for future success by exposing 
students to countless college and career experiences,” Moffett said. 

Here are a few highlights of their College and Career Month:
• Teachers decorated their door to showcase their alma mater or favorite college team. 
• Teachers invited parents in throughout the month to talk about their careers. 
• Each morning a different college and a different career was highlighted in morning announcements.
• First annual “Think College Thursday” visits - Every grade level visited a different college or technical school. 
   Kindergarten - Wichita Technical Institute; First - Friends University; Second - Wright Career College; 
   Third - Southwestern College; Fourth - Heritage College; and Fifth - Wichita State University.

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS STARTS EARLY

Pictured left and below top: Friends University admission 
staff asked first graders during their visit to write a letter 
and then shared facts about college that corresponded 
with that letter. Pictured bottom: Second graders learned 
about what it entails to be a state trooper.
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Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest! If you already have found us 
on social media, please share and spread the word about our pages. Derby Public Schools posts 
current news, information and fun photos throughout the year. The district’s intent through social 
media is to spread general information to our community while giving you an inside look at the daily 
routine of your student.

www.facebook.com/DerbyPublicSchools  www.twitter.com/DerbySchoolsKS
www.instagram.com/derbyschoolsks  www.pinterest.com/derbyschools

Derby High School is excited to bring the ACT test to junior students free 
of charge on April 19. The ACT is a test designed to assess what high 
school students have learned throughout school. The test over English, 
Science, Math and Reading with an optional writing component is widely 
accepted for college admissions. Students achieving high levels of 
success on the test are often rewarded with additional scholarship 
dollars. Unlike other assessments, this test truly has benefits for the 
individual student. The school also benefits by learning exactly how well 
students perform. From this data, instruction will be reviewed and 
adjusted.  

The ACT is more than a test. It provides test takers with a unique interest 
inventory that reveals valuable information for career and educational planning and a student profile section 
that provides a comprehensive profile of a student’s work in high school and his/her future plans.  

While DHS juniors take the ACT, freshmen and sophomores will take the ACT Aspire. The goal of the Aspire is 
to identify learning gaps early on to help students stay on track for college readiness, while also preparing 
students for the content on the ACT. The ACT Aspire is designed to be given every year starting in third grade 
all the way through tenth grade, so it can assess student growth from year to year. 

At this time the plan is to offer this testing each year. In addition to administering the actual ACT, DHS has 
created test preparatory opportunities for students including a newly approval semester-long ACT prep 
course to be offered at the school beginning in the fall of 2016.

The ACT will be given to all juniors and the ACT Aspire will be given to all freshmen and sophomores free of 
charge. Seniors will be excused from school on April 19, and school will be dismissed for students in grades 
9-11 at 1:30PM at the conclusion of testing. Testing registration has been taken care of by DHS, leaving 
parents to support this important effort by encouraging their students to take the test and do their very best.

DERBY HIGH SCHOOL BRINGS FREE ACT TO JUNIORS

We’re Social! 
Find us on your favorite social media site.



MORE FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

Derby High School’s varsity Scholars Bowl team placed 
seventh at the state competition and made it to the 
televised rounds of Quest for the second season in a row! 
The JV team ended their season placing second at league.

Wineteer Elementary received a grant from the 
Department of Defense to fund a new after-school activity 
called Junior First Lego League (FLL). The club focuses on 
building an interest in science and engineering in children.

To encourage perfect attendance and promptness at 
Cooper Elementary each class with six full days of perfect 
attendance receives a pizza party. Matthew Jacobs’
second grade class was the first winner!

Derby Middle School’s color guard club and Derby High 
School’s color guard performed at the South Central 
Winter Guard Exposition in February. Derby had the only 
middle school performing.
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Park Hill Elementary kindergarteners spent time in Mary 
Blacklock’s music class working on listening skills and 
creative movement by moving scarves according to the 
pace of the music being played.

During Project Lead The Way, El Paso Elementary second 
graders learned how water and wind forces cause erosion 
and change the earth’s surface. They determined the best 
places to plant trees to prevent damage to houses.



Derby High School football players, along with Coach 
Brandon Clark and Principal Tim Hamblin, visited the state 
capitol in Topeka to receive recognition for their 2015 State 
Championship.

MORE FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT
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ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Derby High School freshman Cade Lindsey won the 
120-pound state wrestling title! In all, Derby had 11
state-qualifiers compete. (Photo Courtesy of The Derby Informer)

Prior to placing third at state, Derby High School’s boys 
bowling team won the AVCTL-I league title and the girls 
team placed fourth. Ryker Percival also won the individual 
league title with a perfect 300 game. First-year head 
coach Alexis Ijams was named AVCTL-I Coach of the Year.

Derby High School’s girls basketball team had a 
great season with wins at the AVCTL and sub-state 
championships. This was the panthers first time at the state 
tournament since 2002. Jodie Karsak also was named 
AVCTL League Coach of the Year.

Derby High School has had a successful fall and winter sports program during the 2015-2016 school year. Below 
are highlights of the teams’ accomplishments:

• Football - AVCTL League, District, Regional, Sectional, Sub-State and State Champions. 6A and All-Classes  
   State Coach of the Year, Brandon Clark
• Volleyball - AVCTL League Champions, Sub-State Runner-up
• Girls Golf - AVCTL League Champions, Regional Runner-up
• Girls Tennis - Regional Champions
• Boys Bowling - AVCTL League and Regional Champions, Third Place at State; AVCTL Coach of the Year, 
   Alexis Ijams
• Girls Basketball - AVCTL League and Sub-State Champions; AVCTL League Coach of the Year, Jodie Karsak
• Wrestling - Regional Runner-up; Regional Coach of the Year, Bill Ross
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Park Hill Elementary kindergarten 
student Tyler Catania donated 220 
items during Food Friday on a Thursday! 
See the combined total of items 
collected by our schools on page 7.

Community Food Drive


